
A BAND,,Of war hbroes
made their last stand at a
final eatherine of sur-
viving" Royaf Naval
Comrnandos in
Bimringham; :.- :

Veter.arrs:'. ...,.who', fought
shoulder,tq shoulder urider
cnemv fue in World War
Tw-o inet:for:therlast time at
the cifv's Nautical Club.
The issociation, whi& has

rnetat thedubsince it formed
in 1982, dosed because many
meglbers fiays disd.ror are
elderly. '

in the war wirs to stornr,,,the ..

beaches in scabome assatilts.
They took part in raids a]l

over the worfd, but their rrost
crucial role r,qas the part they
played in the D-Day
Ia,'itings.
Old soldier Richard Donger

said ttrat diring the D-Day
campaign he was shot by a
sniper but battled on, helping
to secure Sword Beadr for
advancing troops.
The 79-year-old said it must

have been sheer shock which
stopped him feeling the pain
of his shattered arm and dis-
lloeAted.Shollfderii::r:ri:' .. ''ir:,

He was awarded the Croix

.'The , cbm-
ma4dosi iob

de Guerre by France.
Yesterday iUGhard iraveiieci

to Birsdngham from his
home in l,eicestershire to join
up to 100 of his fori-ner
cornrades.

The remaining 360 com-
mandos shared memo-

Ken, aged 79, was
one of only seven
'who :refurned alive.,.
from a pafty of 23
who set out to cap-
h.re an artillery boat
in Elba a key island
off Italy, in7944. :
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.|1T,f!BUTE: Kei Oaktey'tays a wrcath and asutton sea.,i"liled, (ldtt)' playsthe Ldsf Fosf;, Pictures : Lotettal,Bren nan


