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Noe 41 Re-numbering of Beach Commando
Monthly Memoranda,

Beach Commando Monthly Memoranda 31-3L of 5th September 1943
ars to be re-numboered 31A=34A,
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Attention is drawm to A.F, Os 5941/43 paragraphs h(a) and 10e

"Lla)s . Flotilla and Commanding Offi

the personncl under their co:

v instructions both dili gently

3 full authority to pay as soon

‘f‘.“rmcu to H.1.S. "COERA" a

vered by their instruc

1, hov lf‘V"’I'B be made to H, U
able amount of back oAy

instructions will be

"G Pl‘ " should
1IC paya bl e
ied as lnu‘::‘:l“-, as

g

40> . Ths postal address for all communications for H M.Ss "COPRA"
3 i

G. Pa O. 9 :BOX 1‘4569
Chelsca, :
London, S.W. 3.

No Otlf‘ form of address is 4o bc'u,,d on the envelops;
corregpondence is not to bn addressed to the Commanding Officcr or
otw nor to H.i.S. "COFRA", cxcopt that correspondence -on.
meda] conce _C‘Illl’lo’ medical I»J.:story shects is to be addressed

4 . g 3 % « 2 bt i W R | ~T [ 4
to t,i_ ¢ llodical O'PLTLC“I‘o ”‘hc address for signals is H.M.S. "COPRA

15th Janvary 1942,
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Nos L3 Rar ge Practices - Supcrvisions

"All range.practices arc to be carried out under supervision
of an officer" (A F.0. 5961/L3 para. P78

The fu lowing AT 0. 's refer to the handling of revolvers:e=

by Accidental Dropping of a

AdFe 0o 3376/41 = Fatal Accident cous
Loaded Revolver.
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Another fatal accident hag occurred, caused by.a loaded
revolver being accidentally dropnzds  The weapon was not cocked,
but on falling the hammer strucl a hard objcct, which forcecd it
forward and fired the revolver.

2e Further cxperiments have shown that revolvers of proved
mechanical efficiency can be firsd by a sharp blow on the hammer.

e Exeept when reloading in action, revolvers arc to be loaded
in five chambers only, the sixth and cmpty chamber being placed
oppositc the hammer, s

Le Administrative authoritics and Commanding: Officers are to
ensurc that all naval porsonnel, whether at present issusd with
revolvers or 1ot, arc so instructed - it being made clear that

Ehis precauti ~ doegs not involve delay in opening fire, as the
action of cocking fhe hammer or pulling the trigger in snap shooting
automatically brings the loaded chambor in line with the striker.
Also, the ficer must bear in mind that he has five rounds only
wailable £+ his immedia’ - dispute without rgloading,

AF.0a 2366, 12, = ma. Arms - Carc in Handling,
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A Ffatal acc ‘ont which recently occurrcd at a naval
establishment was causce by 2 sentry ammcd with a loadcd revolver
lcaving the hammer cocked when closing the revolver after inspecting
ite The sentry in question had never fircd a revolver before and:
had nsver had Any. ' struction ir the use and saf'c handling of these

weaponse
15th January 192 2s * Attention s ivauc
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2y «  Attention is call.d to paragraph 3 .of A¢F.0, 1114/Lh0; 4dnd in

this connection it should be borne in 'mind .that a revolver is a far

mors dangerous weapon (to his friecnds), in the -hands of ah inexperienced .
_mgn,ﬁthan a rifle, which is the normal weapon for a sentry, -

A.Fi0. 4259/42 = Revolvers - Patal Accidentse

| Several fatal accidents have recently occurred owing to .,
‘carelessness in the handling of revolverse ‘

2e Contributory causes of thesc accident: have been:=

(1)  Inadequate supervigign of thé issue and roturn of revolvers
and their loading and unloading,

R 4 Turning over the revolvers to reliefs in a casual MaNNGre
ii). Removing revolvers from holstors unnecessarily while on watchs

\1v) . Pulling the trigger intentions ly or ‘through careilessness and
~ thereby bringing a full chamber of the magaz djacent to
042 6'clock, _ ; i :
(v) Issuing revolvers to young and iInexpcrienced bings,

e Commanding Officers arc to ensure tmt adequate ordsérs are

brought into force to prevent a recurrcnce of such accidents,

; /14
e httention i. drawn o A.F\0.'s 3376/ .. 2756/42, ® j
Noe Uiy ‘Life-savin  guipment

: "All porscriael on being 2 sointed or draited afloat are to be
supplicd with life- aving torek. oy the cstablis ments in which borne,

A +0.6022/L%, Para, 4 (i)
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BEACH COVMANDO IONTHLY JIIORMDA SECREP, 4
Nog 456 = s - Goloured Lanyards,
. Reference B, C. M. M, Nos.2-and 314 the following should be-added:-
RN.B.Co M0 Gold/Black
- RENGB. G, it Red/Blue
R. N. B.C. & Violet
Nos 46 New Postal Address of H.iL S« ARMADIL |
Is as follows:- ' : 1 1) Pl SR ‘
GEON Bk 2, i
Dﬁnool’l, g . £y S p
Argyll. 2 : :
-it is emphasised that the naﬁe of’ the-ship mist not. be

mentioned in the address.

. A%, 0. 6297/43 also includes new prostal addresses Ffor other
Combined Operations Establishmentse
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Nos K7D T . Leave Tickets - “ AP0 6227/43
Stamping by Railway Transport ’ICaTy : DA
Attention is direct ° 4o A.7.0, 6227/43 3= :

| B
"In oxrdir to'ensure wviform practice and to assist Commanding -
»0fficcrs in draling with . .dre breakers, it has been. arranged that:

Railway Transport 0fficsr: 1o arc stationed at the London termini

and other important st: i throughout the country, shall undertake

to staup the leave tic st. OFf naval ratingss- i

(a) - Whari the iate‘arrival gL %ha. ¥ g at thc station is due
to unpunctuality of tre: or aer clrcumstances beyond

» ‘hig control,

(b)  When there is no evidence available that the rating missed
his train except through his own fault,
4—Sth’.JC.nll‘D.Iy 19[‘.1.‘. ‘ l 2‘ Thegooo.oou L %
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BEACH COMIANDO MONTELY JIEMOY ANDA, - SECRET.
2e : The éndorsements uscd wili be'-
(2) Traip arrivodess. ..‘.......,. seseslates
- (b) Ratiig reportud atesssssesssccenanse
e Liberty men should realiée that all systecms of communication

in the country arc now liable to delay and when m king arrangements
to return from leave, they should take this fact into accounte "
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‘ Nos 43 Revistd Arrangements for Payment of. Officers.
‘ AJF.0. 620L/13

"ps from lst January, 1944, the only method of paying offibers
borne on the books of "COPRA" will bo payment by local Accountant
Officers on Emergency Pay Lists (Form S.1039), which will bec dealt
with by Transfer of Cash procedurce 3

2e Separatc Forms 8.1039. are to be used for paym .ts to officers
%nd C.0. ship's book numbers arc always to be shovn,

Se The dats and amount of each advance arc to be entered in

the pay books and initialled by the Paying Officexe

e Pay due for Decémber will be dispd : f according to prosent
arrangements.  Thore fter no cheques are ¢ ¢ scnt by "COPRA"
. to banks or to irdividual officcrse )

» ¢ ° . . 1 & - e
5 Officers wishing mon | sont to their banks regularly must use
the ordinary a: lotmnt proc. = rce :

6e Allotments must T 1 ted to the amount due in respect of
full pay morriage allow. ¢ nd C.0. allowance, less incoms tax
deduections.

Te 4llowances of a temporary na 3 = .3 Hard Lying loncy,
Speeial Viectualling allowance when ite. on the ledger, Lodging

and Provision Allowance, Colonial A sanee and Field Allowance
will net b shown in tl.e "daily rate" colunm or included in tho
"morthly ratc! in vay books,-but sums due in rospect of thom may be
drswn in addition to the monthly ratc.

8o When Hardesesseoss

-

i95h Januery 19L44e
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Ss.  When Hard Lying Money or Field Allowance is payable, the
difference between the allowance and .0, allowance may be paid to %
the officer conccrned in addition to the m monthly rate shown in the
officer's pay book,

e All officers borne in "Copra" must be in pOSQ88310n of pay
books completc with "Copra" alteration slip giving current pay

deteilss  Pay books are to be issucd locally as necessary. . Names
of officers requiring alteration slips arc to be reported o "Copra"

-8y |

w=p<wrtﬂ in the case of of'flcer abroad to be by signal. : . 7'

10 Spocial steps are to be taken to bring this order to the notice
of all off cers concerneds Y. K

No. 49 - 7. Clothing Rationing,

Attention is called to AF.0p 5817/L.3 and important amendment
.relating to officers i A.F. O, 167‘/24,2r Er s :

- &
Nos 50 Nomernclature of Landing Ships, Craff and I""J.«' 2
Special atbention is dirscted to ¢, ' T 7. 2189/L.3, which all-:

ReN.B.C. officers must sce.
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15th January 1944, ‘
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: BB/CH CQULANDO MONTHLY MIMORAK SECRET.
No. 5i' Standard Nomenelature for . ..

H.Q. Ships and Scnior Officers.

Attention is dirccted to C.i.F.0. 2841/43

"The following is the standard nomenclaturc for Headquartors
ships and Seénior Olficcrs:- ' :

Senior Naval HoBa . BHavD o ”SOGLRE‘J . Remarks
QfTicers, : Oralh:: . IllLuuxV
m”—ﬂﬂ“ X e oOneRA] M

A. Assault, iHorce Assault Force Assavlt Divisional i,
‘ Commanders ..° H.Q, Ship, - Commanders
(Flag Officer or (L.S.H.).
_ Commodorc, )

B. Senior Nava Assault Group )
Qfficer{landing) LQ.QW )
(Def fe Oa Lie ) (J_zul’l”‘ ‘ ( L.SeTy ) ; )
Range Opcrations)e .%e..e ) - Assault Beige a3 . - -
Senior Officer “951u1t Group - ) Duggﬁnacr- =
Assault Group H.Q. Ship (Des-" )
(Short Range troyer Lxlgatg,)
Opetations)se - otce)s ) -

Ce Do"u#j’“.ﬂ O.L. TLanding Craft Ba »n Com- These craft
(Long Range B (Tebel ) (an  me . 5 in Indtial moy be of
Operations). 1nitial stages)e stages)e different types,
Deputy Senior _ ! : suC ch as U.Se type

@ officer, Lssanlt
woup (Short
Range Onvr 1t
:Lunn)a +

- - N
s glrs (.-/o Lo CL)
S Mloeustt

m 1

+- The .ssociated authd: &¢ - in linc;C phxuli not be tak.n as a
rigid definition, As the assault mercecs 1“tﬂ the follow=up the
Battalion Comsandors natu:rclly go as - . 1ilarly the D/S.N, O. L.

of D/S.0. 7.3 might also s ashere, = - in nuuntly, ~bo take up
his dutics as P.B.ilL. , in which casc He & - cxraft would probably be

placed at the disposal of the "8:0.F. " (8.0. Ferry Craft) or othcr_
officcer running the "i-:ry ervice" of L.C. in the nexs, 1.c

-l

”buf_;d-—u' N1

15 :L-"Jﬁnha.ry 192;)_,'..
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No. 52 ,
Temporary idvancements to
Acting Petty Officer and icting Lesding Seaman (0.8,
Cormanding Officer, H.1M.S. ARMADITLO's 2686/18L refers, also
A.FkCL.5562/43 -n so0 far as instructions and composition of board
is concerneds  The syllabus as laid down by above A.F.0. is not ¢g-
be utilised,
No. 53 .
Canc 1 Beach @ommando Monthly Memorandum No. 1ke .
Neg bl Armament Stores.

Supplies of the fbllowing items of armament stores arc now
available at H.M.S. ARMADILIO and beachmasters shov14 forward their
requirements ;- £ 7

Breech covers for rifle _
Camouflage nets for steel helmets, .
- Tripods for stripped Lewis 14/G. :
No. 55 Pcrsornel Returns

-The P.R.O. cumplains that the feoiowin, Commandos have
lately adopted very irregule» habite in regard to the-despatch of
fortnightly personnel. retur : .

_'C.' ; o : : L

i M e 0. 1 17 :

' Ry ' AT

t1.e L 3 o o S L
24 - It is important M:t thesc Ttng _Ltld:be‘rondcrsd regularly
and punctually, and include accurat- tai Jie /

(a) any r ting who has Te a¢ p.icy and

(b) any rating who may hav Juined the party
during the rreceding f . rtnip b, (The return submitted very punctually
15%h Jumary 194, ' : = 10r the Tirst. e

o




‘for the first time in about three months - by the Becach-Master
'Ra 3' = turned out to be 2 hollow mockery since it omitted the
name of a Leading Seaman and an Able Seaman who had Joined in
Decemtex? ), :

Je The P.R.O. has many worries - and appdfently very few friends -
so don't be unnecessarily brutal. :
No. 56 Limit and Sector Signs,

The attention of Beach Masters is drawn to the necessity
for keeping the white canvas of the new Limit Signs and the whito

parts of the Sector Signs freshly paintsd in white.

- . &
----——--m-u—._._—_...-.-u———_...—-—-.._—-—-.--———_-‘_._———_-——-.--—..———.«—..-_——_—.n———

No. 57 List of A F.0,'s and C,4,F,0.'s,

AFeOs oo o Cuhi B0,
Combined Operations Personnel '~ o &
Amendments to C.A.F.0. 1631/42 | 23342 -
Advancement to Acting Able Seaman and - 5250/12 o
Acting Stoker 1st Class (General Service) .
Allowandes,aICbmbined‘OPBraﬁions 448/43
Badge,'speciéi - Cambined Operaticns Pey- 4.366/1,2

‘ sonngl.

Badges, Coxswains - Combinsd Operations 4190/1.3
Bearing of Personncl in Connection with 577/43
. Overseas Operations,
Billeting =~ Naval Regulétionsa 6195/43
Battle Dress for Officers - | :
Combined Operations Personnel 2079/42

15th January 194,
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Clothing = Rope Soled Shoes for Beach 1127/43
Parties = and Army Tropical Kits for
Combined Operations Personnel,

Kit, Combined Operations - 2426/13
ASe a.nd ASe

Kit, Combined Operatkions - 2548/1,3
Ase and As. (Amendment) -

Kit (Ratings only) -
Gombined Operations Personnel

Kit (Ratings only) - =
Combined Operations Personnel

Landing Craft Lead Lines =
Modification to Standard Markings

Landing Craft - C.0. Personnel serving

in Minor Landing Craft and General Service
Personnel Drafted to Special Partics for
Operations Overseas = Revised Mail
Arrangements

Landing Craft, Major - Speeds of
Movements, Pay - Kit, cto, =~
Control of =~ Combined Opse

Personnel :

Medical History Sheets -
Custody of

Payments Fortnightly and Quarterly 793/4.3
Settlements - Combined Operations
Personnels

H.M.Se "STAG" - renamed H. M. S.
"SAUNDERS"

156h January 194
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D1CH COMML.NDO MONTHLY MEMORaND: - ) PDECEET .

A. Fo Oc C- -A.n F. Ou

Uniforms - Combined Operations 2930/43

‘ Personnel,
Uniform - Khalti Tropical Kit for 1309/L43
Certain Combined Operations Pursonnel,
Victualling - Combined Operations
Personnel Victualled at Naval Bases
and in H.M. Ships - Discontinuance
of Entry on List 17 of the Ledger. WAL/L3
Noe 58 Alterations and Additions

to staff of H.M.S. "ARMADILLO".

Lieutenant R. Wake, who is now in H.M.S. "EXCELLENT", sends his
Best wishes for the future t0 both officers and rati -~ of the R. N
Beach Commandos, which he helped to "harden for war" - Coulport,
Inverkip, ARMADIILO, Inveraray and adjacent parishess It was he
who threatened to "harden them on the beaches, on the landing grounds,
in the fields, the streets wad up the hills" and finally to "harden
them whatover the cost might be}"

Both Licutenmant L.C.D. Godwin D.S.C. .  and Lieutenant
P.U. Bayly D:eS.Ce, Rel. , have been return. o M=neral Service and
wish all Commandos the best of luck in future opcrations.

Tieut. Com ander Ds Me  thur R.N.V.R. ias assumed duties of
Senior Training )ffizer, H.V ~ ARMADILIO.

Scoond. Officer o, & £3  and Rac, W.R N.S, has been appointesd

Cfficer i Charge, W,R.N.i . rossan, and Second Officer e Keen
W.R.N.Se %o Staff of Supr. o ailied Commander-in=Chicf, Fai Easte

15h January 19kke




